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7.12 SOCIO-ECONOMIC, COMMUNITY IMPACT & TOURISM and 
REC

 

 Intro u
 
This se  the potential Socio-Economic, 
Community, & Tourism and Recreation effects that could occur as a result of the 

posed project.  The approach adopted in the preparation 
 

 
 

 
ing basis and through the following 

stages: Baseline Assessment; Consultations; and Statement of Socio-Economic 

 
 
 

s have been identified as relevant to the assessment of 
the effect o  
No In -

 
 Influ
 
7.12.4 For the deration has been given to 

Assessment Periods A (2011) to D (2027), as indicated on the Indicative Land 
Use n
final pha

  
 Con
 
7.12.5 Cons ta
 

of 
approach taken;  

REATION 

d ction 

ction provides an assessment of7.12.1 

development of the pro
of this assessment includes a review and socio-economic and tourism profile of
the existing baseline conditions in the survey area and the surrounding area.  
Key issues, trends and the performance of the local Aviemore economy and 
tourism relative to Badenoch & Strathspey and Scotland are outlined; factors 
influencing these conditions; and any direct and indirect effects of the proposed 
development.  It also considers the potential impact of the proposed project upon 
the socio-economic, community, tourism and recreation, and business resources 
within the overall survey area. 
 
Scope 

The assessment was undertaken on the follow7.12.2 

and Community Facility rationale. 

Possible Effects and Inter-relationships 

Several possible effect7.12.3 
n Socio-economic, Community Impact and Tourism and Recreation. 

ter relationships have been identified. 

ence of Periods A-D 

 purpose of this assessment, consi

Pla s..  The greatest impacts, and therefore significance, would be in the 
se, Phase D, that is, operation. 

sultations 

tions were undertaken as follows:  ul

 Identification of key consultees and local stakeholders, which were able 
to provide data, and their views upon key issues in the area; 

 
 Consultation letter sent to consultees informing them of the background, 

purpose and remit, scope of the assessments, and seeking data and 
their views upon key issues in the area, and also the method 
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The consultations to be undertaken on the b asis of face to face, 
telephone, and email based discussions; and 

 

 
 Stud
 

.12.6 The surv a for Socio-Economic and Community impact assessment of the 

in a 

 
7.12.7 T the wider area 

in Socio-Economic terms and frames the profile and format of the new 

rate than both Badenoch 
arising mainly from it’s significantly higher 

level of people in full-time employment; 

 However, despite its high economic activity rate the area has a higher 

 
 The economy is relatively narrow compared with Scotland as a whole, 

 
 According to the Cairngorms National Park’s Strategy and Action Plan 

 
 Aviemore has a high proportion of elementary jobs which are generally 

 

 
The responses of the consultees fed into both the baseline assessment 
and also contributed to the assessment of impact in terms of both 
quantitative and qualitative factors.   

y Area 

ey are7
proposed development was taken to be within the wider Aviemore and 
surrounding area.  Tourism and recreation activities and facilities, and community 
facilities in the area were defined as being within a 10 km boundary from the 
proposed site of An Camas Mòr.  This assessment area was defined on the basis 
that experience has shown that the visual significance of development with
landscape can be directly related to its proximity or distance from a given 
viewpoint, and that its visual significance decreases substantially at threshold 
points of 5 km and 10 km from a development. This 10 km boundary area 
includes the settlements of: Aviemore (c. 0.25km); Boat of Garten (c. 5km); 
Carrbridge (c. 9km); and Kincraig (c. 9.5km). 

 
 Baseline Conditions 

he following summarises the baseline conditions which apply to 

community: 
 

 Aviemore has a healthier population structure compared to Badenoch & 
Strathspey and Scotland; 

 
 Aviemore also has a higher economic activity 

& Strathspey and Scotland 

 

unemployment rate compared to Badenoch & Strathspey and Scotland;  

and broadly similar to Badenoch & Strathspey although it is more 
dependent on key tourism sectors; 

for Sustainable Tourism “tourism related businesses are estimated to 
account for 80% of the economy”;   

low paid and do not require significant levels of skill or qualifications; 
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 Aviemore has a notably higher proportion of rented accommodation 
pey and Scotland; 

ch & Strathspey Council area is the least 
prived 

7.12.8 In su  Aviemore / Speyside area is characterised by a 
lower c e dependency upon tourism and 
leisur h nd based / estate orientated employment, and 
a lower than average representation of personal and professional services.  

 
7.12.9 This the recognition by Cairngorms National Park 

Authority (CNPA) in the Park Plan that an “increasing proportion of economic 
activi ecial qualities of the Park” with a 5 year outcome 
resul ism, land-
base

 
7.12.10 How are the jobs potentially available in the area and 

thei of locally available skilled and appropriate labour, 
larg  current lack of local affordable housing. 

 
 Designations 
 
7.12.11 There are no Socio-Economic, Community, Tourism or Recreation designations 

in the study area. 
 

7.12.12  
 

s, and the 
es, taking account of the regional, Scottish, and 

t; 
 

ecreation effects (both positive and negative) that may result from the 
proposed project and assess the significance of these effects;  

ucing and offsetting any 
identified significant adverse effects, and / or enhancing any beneficial 

relative to Badenoch & Straths
 
 Educational attainment levels in Aviemore are weaker than Badenoch & 

Strathspey and Scotland, but would be improved by the retention of the 
educated population and skills through the provision of higher value 
jobs and affordable housing via An Camas Mòr; and 

 
 At a wider level, Badeno

deprived in the highlands with zero data zones in the most de
20%. 

 
m
 

mary, the  economy of the
in ome profile with an above averag
, otels and catering, and lae

is set within the context of 

ty will be based on the sp
g in an increase in employment in lower wage sectors of tourtin

d, and food & drink. 

ever of key significance 
mismatch with the lack r 

ely as a result of the

 Key Considerations 
 

The key considerations of the assessment are:  

 to determine the socio-economic profile, and the associated issues, 
taking account of the local, regional, and Scottish context;  

 
 to determine the nature of the tourism and visitor resource

associated tourism issu
wider contex

 to identify the principal socio-economic, community and tourism and 
r

 
 to recommend measures for preventing, red

effects where possible. 
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   As s

 
7.12.13 The s acts examines the key 

asp s onomy.  It then outlines the position of 
the m ere the development would take place, 
prov n acts and effects from the 
dev p

 
7.12.14  The ll ocio-economic assessment: 
 

 Migration; 
 
 Population projections; nd 

 
 Household projections.

 
7.12.15 In assessing lities within the s rea, it 

is those w ily within touri visitor 
websites, brochures, guidebooks, and other media that are taken here to 
represent the principal tourism resources in the area.  This is a standard 
approach t ors assessing 
attraction of an area.  Therefore, we have set out the principal attractions, 
festivals and events, walking and cycling routes, and other facilities. 

 
 Effects 
 
7.12.16 In summary t roposed deve as 

follows. 
 
 Socio-economic and Business Impacts 
 

 Increase in population; 

se sment Methodology  

 as essment of socio-economic and community imp
ect  and issues within the area’s ec

ediate and surrounding area whim
idi g a base against which any future imp
lo ment can be measured.   e

 fo owing areas were considered in the s

 Population structure; 
 
 Labour market structure; 

 
 Industry of employment; 

 
 Occupational profiles; 

 
 Wage rates; 

 
 Education profiles; 

 
 Household tenure; 

 
 Deprivation; 

 

 a

 

 the tourist, visitor and recreational faci
hich register most frequently or read

tudy a
st or 

aken as a proxy for tourists or other visit the potential 

he overall effects, as a result of the p lopment, are 
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 Enhanced turn over for new business; 

 
 Incre ess; 

 
 Increased demand for housing; 

 
 Incre

 
 Greater use of community facilities; 

 
 Increase in 

 
 Increase in education a ancement of the 

employmen
 
 Increased marketing opportunities in the local area. 

 
 Overall Socio-Economic Benefits 

.12.17 its derived from the development 
estimated within the An Camas 

Mòr 2 below, which 
wou m nd wellbeing of 
both the Badenoch & Strathspey area and the Highlands. 

 
Table 7.12: Overall Additional Quantitative Socio-Economic Impacts 

ase in recruitment of staff to new busin

ased demand for affordable housing; 

community ctivities; a

ttainment due to the enh
t market; and  

 
7 The overall quantitative socio-economic benef

of An Camas Mòr, have been assessed and 
 Socio Economic impact report, and are set out in Table 7.1

 ake a significant positive contribution to the prosperity ald

 

Socio-Economic Impact 
 

Total 

 
Gross Jobs (FTEs) 

 
1,728 

 
Net Additional Local Jobs (FTEs) – TTWA 

 
1,171 

 
Net Additional Local Jobs (FTEs) – Scotland 

 
1,330 

 
Growth in GVA – TTWA (per annum) £16.4-21.4m 

 
 

and (per annum) 
 

£18.6-24.3m Growth in GVA – Scotl

 
Tax Revenue – Business (per annum) 

 
£1.148m 
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Socio-Economic Impact 
 

Total 

 
Tax Revenue – Residential (per annum) 

 
£3.124m 

 
Retained Retail Expenditure (per annum) 

 
£2.942m 

 
Affordable Housing (units) 

 
375 

 
Construction Jobs (FTEs) 

 

 
N/A 

 
nvestment (£m) N/A Private Sector I
 

 
 

 
 
 
7.12.19 nomic, 

community, tourist and recreation receptors.  Overall there would be a 

mpact on recreational facilities.  Full 
details of the potential impacts related to construction and operational periods 

 
   
 

  he settlement. 

 
7.12.21  

ts, and corridors at 
peak visitor or tourist periods, and this would act as mitigation of the effect of 
the proposals.  Where possible, construction would be programmed to avoid 

Tourism and Recreation Impacts 
7.12.18 

 Increase in use of tourist and recreational facilities; and 
 
 Increase in tourist numbers.   

Significant of Effects 

There are potentially significant beneficial impacts for a range of eco

potentially moderate to major positive, that is, a significant beneficial impact, on 
employment numbers and new business.  There would be a minor negative, 
that is a not significant adverse impact, on tourism and recreation and minor 
positive, that is not significant beneficial, i

are given in Volume 2 Chapter 9 Section 10 Socio-Economic, Community & 
Tourism and Recreation. 

Mitigation 

The following mitigation measures are proposed for t7.12.20
 
 Construction Mitigation 

Construction of An Camas Mòr would be programmed wherever practicable to 
avoid particularly sensitive locations, tourist / visitor viewpoin
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significant construction traffic on key route
events of note. 

s in the proximity of festivals and 

tes, etc, and provide an alternative if any route was 
ion activities. 

.12.23 In terms of the development of the community, every effort would be taken in 
ens n
its con
training
further consideration as the means of procurement are considered and 
developed.   

7.12.24 Co u
plannin

 
 Pe

An 
in ar
landscape t

 
7.12. rationale for the community is one of a high quality living, 

working, and playing environment, with extensive opportunities for living and 
wor g
out of space is intended to 
ma mise local living and working opportunities, and minimise the need for 

tion, the rationale of the diversified economic nature of the 
sist the local business and general community in providing 

a m
 

.12.27 The asse  development would 
r housing, social and community facilities, 
creation.  This would result in a lower than 

average level of daily commuting by car.  
 
7.12.28 Further,

the difficulties within the local labour market of a shortage of appropriate and 
affordable housing to accommodate the local labour force.  Leading to both 
red io
area, an
Badenoch & Strathspey part of the National Park.   

 
7.1 29  that the ethos of the development, focussing upon 

ent principles, energy efficiency and good practice, would 
not only assist in reducing the environmental impact of the community upon the 
wid
local po cally.  

  
7.12.22 The contractors would be required to ensure ongoing safe access to all key 

walking and cycling rou
closed temporarily due to construct

 
7

uri g that local businesses can be offered the opportunity of participation in 
struction, to retain economic benefit and spending locally, and to provide 
 and job opportunities for local enterprise.  This would be a subject for 

nstr ction mitigation would be monitored by the CNPA as part of the 
g consent, attached conditions, and legal agreement.   

rmanent Mitigation 
 
7.12.25 Camas Mòr would be ‘micro-sited’ to minimise tourism or recreation effects 

eas of particular sensitivity or views, by using the natural features in the 
o minimise impacts upon tourist / visitors’ views. 

26 The socio-economic 

kin  in close proximity, and to minimise the need for commuting into and 
the community.  The provision of employment 

xi
commuting.  In addi
community would as

ore robust economy and one more resilient to economic pressures. 

ssment tests the Local Plan proposal that the7
include the provision of space fo
commercial, business uses and re

 the provision of affordable housing in An Camas Mòr would address 

uct ns in the need to commute to work in the Aviemore/An Camas Mòr 
d also in reducing further pressure for housing development in the 

2.  It is also intended
sustainable developm

er National Park, but also provide economic and job opportunities for the 
pulation and enhance business investment lo

An Camas Mòr LLP  27/04/2009  190



A Proposed New Community at An Camas Mòr                                     Environmental Statement 

 Significance of Residual Effects 

.12.30 fects have been identified from the development of An 

 
 
 

ging health & 

 Increased use of the path network (particularly in poor weather 

   Minor Positive 

 Increased use of the woodland / forest could lead to increased income 
inesses based in the forest. 

 
 Increased affordable housing stock would assist staff of local 

 local accommodation. 

 

ea by the 
development. 

rnover and positive impacts upon the recruitment of staff 

 
 

k would assist staff of local 

 
 The following residual ef7

Camas Mòr. 

Minor Negative / Adverse 

 Increased use of the surrounding woodland / forest (particularly outside 
the main holiday seasons) would increase the interaction with forest 
operations and could have an impact on the costs of mana
safety; 

 
 Increased use of the public roads would lead to a greater interaction 

with forestry vehicles which could lead to restrictions in their use; 
 
 Increased use of the woodland / forests for recreation could lead to 

greater environmental disturbance; and 
 

conditions) could lead to increased maintenance costs.  
 

 

from recreational bus
 

    Major Positive 

businesses in finding
 
 Minor-Moderate Positive 

 Enhanced turnover from new business supported by the new 
population of An Camas Mòr and visitors attracted to the ar

 
 Increased tu

through new population and provision of affordable housing alleviating 
the shortage of skilled labour. 

 Major Positive 
 

 Increased affordable housing stoc
businesses in finding local accommodation. 

 
 Increased turnover and positive residual impact upon local business. 
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7.12.32

hich has historically left the area for jobs elsewhere.  It would also 
 economically active population to generate new and 
 income levels, offer the opportunity to transform 

perceptions, attract new investment, and also offer prospects of expansion for 

ced by socio-economic and community, and tourism and 
, are detailed in the Appendices. 

 
 

.13.1 tive effects for Geology & soils is not considered to be 

source 

s 
concluded t ssment of cumulative effect was not applicable. 

7.13.3 T
L  

affect the Landscape Resource.  
sment of cumulative effect was not applicable. 

 
7.13.4 T

of An Cama  

   Summary 
 
7.12.31 In conclusion, the development of An Camas Mòr would not have any 

significant negative/adverse residual socio-economic, tourism and recreation, 
or community facilities effects upon the local Aviemore, or wider Badenoch & 
Strathspey, or National Park area or communities.  On the contrary the 
proposed development would focus upon the unique opportunity afforded by 
An Camas Mòr in addressing the need for both affordable housing, and the 
attraction of higher income employment in the central Highlands.  

 Through the creation of a well planned settlement, and high quality of life, the 
proposed development would assist in the retention of the higher educated 
population w
attract new skills and
additional jobs, raise

existing businesses. 
 
7.12.33 The effects experien

recreation resources
 
7.13 CUMULATIVE AND INTER-RELATED EFFECTS 

Geology & Soils 
 
7 An assessment for cumula

appropriate.  
 
 Landscape Re
 
7.13.2 The Badenoch and Strathspey Local Plan (1997) and the Cairngorms Deposit 

Local Plan were examined in terms of proposals that would along with An Camas 
Mòr have the potential to cumulatively affect the Landscape Resource.  It wa

hat an asse
 
 Visual Amenity 
 

he Badenoch and Strathspey Local Plan (1997) and the Cairngorms Deposit 
ocal Plan were examined in terms of proposals that would along with An

Camas Mòr have the potential to cumulatively 
It was concluded that an asses

 
 Ecology and Nature Conservation 

he total effects of the four development periods for construction and operation 
s Mòr have been assessed within the ecology impact assessment. 
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